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SUB J : ESCAP - THIRTY-THIRD SESSION: OPENING ADDRESS 

REF: STATE 071857 

1 . EMBASSY ANTICIPATES FEW CONTENTIOUS ISSUES DURING FORTHCOMING 
DEBATES OF THE 33RD COMMISSION AND BELIEVE WE SHOULD STRESS THE 
UNDERLYING THEME OF COOPERATION AND HARMONY BETWEEN MEMBER NATIONS 
IN ADVANCING THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE ESCAP REGION. IT WOULD BE 

USEFUL IN THE AMBASSADOR'S OPENING STATEMENT TO REASSURE THE 
CONFERENCE THAT U.S. INTEREST IN THE ECONOMIC WELL BEING OF ASIA 
AND THE PACIFIC REMAINS UNDIMINISHED; THAT WE ARE COMMITTED TO 
ASSIST THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND STABILITY OF THE AREA THROUGH 
TRADE INVESTMENT AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND THAT WE WILL 
COOPERATE WITH ESCAP NATIONS IN ACHIEVING COMMON OBJECTIVES. 

2. THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA COVERS THE ENTIRE RANGE OF ESCAP 
ACTIVITIES BUT WE RECOMMEND SELECTIVITY. THE DEPARTMENT IS IN A 
BETTER POSITION TO DETERMINE WHICH ITEMS SHOULD BE STRESSED IN 
THE OVERALL CONTEXT OF US/UN ACTIVITIES, BUT WE WOULD RECOMMEND 
THE INCLUSION OF BRIEF DESCRIPTIVE PROGRESS REPORTS ON OUR 
EFFORTS TO PROMOTE RURAL DEVELOPMENT, INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND IN 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL TRANSFERS. A SHORT STATEMENT SHOULD 
BE ADEQUATE. 
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